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1. SECRETARY'S TRIP APRIL 23-27 TO THREE SOUTH AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WAS ANNOUNCED AT NOON TODAY IN WASHINGTON, BUENOS 
AIRES, BRASILIA AND CARACAS. FINAL (NOTE DIFFERENCES FROM 
STATEMENT GIVEN IN REFTEL) TEXT OF DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOLLOWS: 

"IN RESPONSE TO INVITATIONS HE HAS RECEIVED, SECRETARY 
KISSINGER WILL VISIT THREE EAST COAST SOUTH AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES - ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, AND VENEZUELA - FROM 
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APRIL 23 TO 27. THE PRESS OF WORLD EVENTS REQUIRES THE 
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SECRETARY TO SPEND AS MUCH TIME AS POSSIBLE IN WASHINGTON, 
AND HAS FORCED A CURTAILMENT OF HIS ORIGINAL PLAN. WHICH 
HAD ALSO INCLUDED VISITS TO TWO WEST COAST COUNTRIES - 
CHILE AND PERU. THE SECRETARY VERY MUCH LOOKS FORWARD TO 
VISITING THE WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA LATER IN THE YEAR. 

"THE SECRETARY PLANS TO MEET WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF 
THE THREE COUNTRIES AND WITH OTHER KEY OFFICIALS OF THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS. HE IS ALSO EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED BY THE 
CHIEFS OF STATE OF THE THREE COUNTRIES. PRESIDENT MARIA 
ESTELA MARTINEZ DE PERON OF ARGENTINA, PRESIDENT ERNESTO 
GEISEL OF BRAZIL AND PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ OF 
VENEZUELA." (END STATEMENT). 

2. QUERIED IN TODAY'S PRESS BRIEFING AS TO WHETHER TRIP 
WILL INCLUDE STOP IN RIO. DEPARTMENT PRESS OFFICE 
RESPONDED THAT ITINERARY CALLS FOR VISITS TO BUENOS AIRES, 
BRASILIA AND CARACAS ONLY. 

3. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE MAY BE USED ON "ONLY IF 
ASKED" BASIS: 

Q: WHAT ABOUT EVENTS IN CAMBODIA AND VIET NAM? AREN'T 
THEY GOING TO REQUIRE THE SECRETARY'S ATTENTION IN THIS 
PERIOD? 

A: AS WAS ANNOUNCED, IT IS BECAUSE OF THE WORLD SITUATION 
THAT THE TRIP WILL BE AN ABBREVIATED ONE DESPITE THE 
SECRETARY'S DESIRE FOR A MORE EXTENDED VISIT. 

OUR LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR 
FOREIGN POLICY. HIS SPEECH IN HOUSTON WAS IN ANTICIPATION 
OF THE TRIP. AND, IN PREPARATION FOR THIS TRIP, 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS VISITED SOUTH AMERICA LAST 
MONTH FOR PRELIMINARY TALKS. IN ADDITION, IT WILL BE AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SECRETARY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON HIS 
HOUSTON PROPOSALS AND TO DISCUSS OTHER ISSUES PRIOR TO 
THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY EARLY NEXT MONTH. 

Q: IS CUBA ONE OF THESE ISSUES? 
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A: THE SECRETARY WILL BE CONSULTING WITH THE LATIN 
AMERICANS ON THEIR INITIATIVES REGARDING SANCTIONS. 

Q: WHAT OTHER ISSUES ARE LIKELY TO BE DISCUSSED? 

A: THE TRADE ACT AND THE STATUS OF THE PANAMA CANAL. 
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Q: WILL MRS. KISSINGER ACCOMPANY THE SECRETARY? 

A: NO. 

Q: WHO ELSE WILL BE IN THE SECRETARY'S PARTY? 

A: I CANNOT GIVE YOU NOW THE MAKE-UP OF THE DELEGATION 
EXCEPT TO SAY THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS FROM THE 
BUREAU OF INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS, WILL ACCOMPANY THE 
SECRETARY. 

Q: IS THERE ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN HIS DECISION NOT TO GO 

TO CHILE AND THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS RELATIVE TO THAT 
COUNTRY? 

A: AS I HAVE SAID. THE PRESS OF WORLD EVENTS REQUIRES 
THE SECRETARY TO SPEND AS MUCH TIME AS POSSIBLE IN 
WASHINGTON. THE SECRETARY HOPES TO MAKE A SECOND TRIP 
LATER IN THE YEAR. KISSINGER 
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